
Shikellamy State Park. Our new 

location provides a beautiful venue 

for rowing and will offer us much 

more visibility as we seek to in-

crease participation in both our 

master’s and youth rowing pro-

grams. You can read more about 

our plans on page 6. 

CPRA is lucky to have such a dedi-

cated Board of Directors without 

whom none of these advances 

would be possible. We encourage 

all members to consider a term on 

the board. It’s rewarding and en-

joyable work! 

Finally, I want to thank all members 

and supporters for keeping the 

rowing community strong. 

 

CPRA is on the move! 

I was lucky to become president 

two years ago at a time when CPRA 

was particularly strong. Previous 

boards, under Sheila Hartung’s 

leadership, had developed solid 

programs and an effective set of 

policies and procedures. The De-

genstein Foundation had awarded 

a generous grant to support our 

youth program and an additional 

unsolicited grant to support future 

growth of the club. Thanks to the 

Degenstein Foundation, our dedi-

cated youth committee, and our 

great coaches, our youth program 

is growing and thriving (p. 4). 

Thanks to the Degenstein Founda-

tion and the tireless efforts of our 

equipment committee, our fleet has 

been refashioned to better meet 

the needs of both our youth and 

master’s programs (p. 2). 

This past year was especially 

eventful. Besides our usual activi-

ties of running learn-to-row classes 

and welcoming new members to 

the sport of rowing (p. 3), maintain-

ing equipment, organizing many 

post-row socials, updating our 

website and facebook pages, host-

ing all of our special events and 

fundraisers (p. 3), organizing win-

ter training, and competing at vari-

ous regattas (p. 2), we have been 

busy planning for a move to 
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At the opening picnic, we christened sev-

eral boats, including several acquired in 

2013. Two were named in honor of John 

Skotedis, a long-time supporter of CPRA. 

We were thrilled that Denise Skotedis 

could join us for the christening.  

Red Single (Peinert)  

- The Powerline  

Black Single (Hudson)  

- Skeeter 

White Single (Swift)  

- The Intake 
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Swift Quad in action during 

the Crying Towel 

Derek taking a new launch 

out into the foggy sunrise 

Christening Our Recent Additions  

One of our biggest accom-

plishments this year was 

completing our ambitious 

plan to upgrade our equip-

ment to better meet the 

needs of our youth and 

master’s rowers. Our be-

loved Lazarus 4+/4x has 

found a new home with 

North Georgia Rowing. We 

also sold the Degenstein 

4+/4x and replaced it with 

a new Swift quad, named 

Degenstein II. We pur-

chased a used heavy 

weight Wintech double 

and a second Peinert sin-

gle, also used. Two new 

Swift doubles are on order 

and will arrive before the 

start of 2015. We are also 

now the 

proud own-

ers of two 

wakeless 

launches 

and a boat 

trailer. 

CPRA is definitely on the 

move! 

A very special thanks to Ed 

Wentz for traveling long 

distances to pick up our 

new equipment! 

Additions to the CPRA Fleet 

Wintech Double - Double Trouble 

Hudson Quad - The Spirit of John Skotedis 

Filippi Quad - Saetta (Lightning Bolt in Italian) 

Trainer single - Fatty Bacon 

Head of the Schuylkill:  

Dagny Leininger, Sally Thomas, Kim 

Daubman, Jayne Kubat, Amber Lind, 

Julie Vandivere, and Quica Ostrander 

raced singles, several for the first time. 

 

A special thanks to Coach Derek for 

helping us to become more competitive 

rowers! 

This year, 11 members raced 18 boats in 7 regattas. 

Charm City: Doubles partners Jayne Kubat and Julie Vandivere. 

Carnegie Lake: Doubles partners Quica Ostrander and Carol Graybeal. 

Quaker City: Doubles partners Sheila Hartung and Linda Smolka. 

Master’s National: Carol Graybeal represented CPRA, racing her single. 

She was also joined by a rower from an-

other club to race a double. 

King’s Head: Jayne Kubat, Linda McMil-

lin, Julie Vandivere, and Kim Daubman 

competed in a quad. Doubles partners 

Anne Shapiro and Sally Thomas took 

home a gold medal. Quica Ostrander 

and Carol Graybeal raced a double, and 

both Sheila Hartung and Dagny Lein-

inger raced singles. 

Head of the Charles:  

Carol Graybeal had a good showing in her single. 

Master’s Regatta Participants  



8th Annual Cardboard Boat Regatta 

Crying Towel Regatta 

As usual, much whining and gnash-

ing of teeth followed the crying 

towel races where the object is to 

invent the best excuse for losing.  

This year, 20 club members were joined by our friends from the Susque-

hanna Rowing Association for good rowing, raucous laughter, and an all-

around good time. 
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One of our most cherished traditions is surely the magical moonlight row. 

 This year, 27 members paddled gently into the night as the super moon rose 

above Sunbury.  A couple dozen friends and family members joined us after the 

row for delicious barbeque donated by Skeeter’s.  

Tickets and t-shirt sales commemorating the event netted $900. 

A big thanks to Jim Baker for all he has done over the years to keep this tradition 

strong!  

11th Annual Moonlight Row 

CPRA Youth rowers in the CBR 

CPRA—2014 IN REVIEW 

Jim Grose coached 18 community 

members in two learn-to-row 

classes. Five of them took advan-

tage of our reduced-cost member-

ship and became full-fledged 

members.  

Thank you to all of our volunteers 

who assisted the learn-to-row 

classes, especially Beth Belotti who supported Jim’s coaching by coxing 

the octuple. 

Adult Learn to Row 

As part of the Sunbury River Festival, 

we once again hosted a Cardboard 

Boat Regatta at the marvelous Sunbury 

Amphitheater.   

We had 13 very creative boat entries, 

over 1,000 spectators on land, and 

gawkers from more than 50 motor 

boats on the water.  

Immediately prior to the regatta, CPRA 

youth and masters demonstrated the 

beauty and grace of rowing to the  

assembled crowd.  

It was a wonderful event, providing a 

fun time for all while promoting CPRA 

and raising $1900!  

A huge thank you goes to Sally Thomas 

for acting as head organizer for eight 

years!  

Thanks also to all the volunteers whose 

many hands made light work. 



The Philly Youth Regatta on July 26th was the highlight of the season.  

Twenty-two CPRA youth had good showings in eight events: J18 Boys 

Quad, J18 Girls Quad, J16 Girls Quad, Girls Novice Quad, J18 Girls 

Double, J16 Boys Single, J 18 Girls Single, Mixed Octuple. 

A heartfelt thanks to Head Coach Derek Updegraff, Assistant Coach 

Travis Day, and to all of the parents for their support of the program. 

 This year we saw the greatest youth 

participation we have ever experi-

enced, with both more experienced 

(varsity) and novice rowers.  

Varsity rowers began workouts in 

May, which continued through July. 

 Three week-long learn-to-row 

classes were held in May and June, 

each class accommodating 12-18 

youth, many of whom joined the 

team as novices.  

Throughout June and July, youth 

practiced four days a week. Given 

summer schedules, participation 

was variable, but we generally had 

20 youth per practice and some 

practices swelled to 32 rowers, ne-

cessitating the use of a third safety 

launch.  

Thanks to Sheila Hartung and Julie 

Vandivere for their help in driving the 

third launch! 

CPRA Skotedis Youth Racing Team  

Philadelphia Youth Regatta 

Youth held a successful fundraiser  

raising nearly $3000 by soliciting  

sponsorship of their  

“Row the River Towns”  

long row.  

This money helped to cover the cost of 

two Swift doubles that will be shared be-

tween the youth and master’s programs. 
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INCOME Budgeted Actual  

Membership Fees $13,265.00 $13,014.00 

LTR Profit $960.00 $848.14 

Fundraising $2,320.00 $3,504.99 

Dock Fees & Storage $200.00 $200.00 

Transfer from Skotedis Acct $5000.00 $5000.00 

TOTAL INCOME: $21,745.00 $22,567.13 

EXPENSES Budgeted Actual  

Coaching (non-LTR) $7,560.00 $6,470.00 

Insurance  $3,500.00 $4,406.50 

Supplies  $50.00 $33.84 

Rent - Equipment  $1,000.00 $500.00 

Site Utilities $1,300.00 $772.92 

Equipment Maintenance  $1,000.00 $1,142.40 

Gas $250.00 $250.65 

Bank Charge $50.00 $45.30 

Website Maintenance  $20.00 $0.00 

Physical Maintenance  $0.00 $0.00 

Social (incl. Crying Towel) $400.00 $363.98 

Master’s Regatta $0.00 $0.00 

Winter Storage $400.00 $400.00 

Mileage/Rental $300.00 $592.67 

Rent-A-Rower  $220.00 $0.00 

Lawyer Fees $0.00 $600.00 

Rent (Site) $5,000.00 $5,000.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES: $21,050.00 $20,578.26 

Boat Purchases  

  Black Peinert Single $1,500.00 

  Degenstein II - Swift Quad $9,700.00 

  Wintech Double $2,000.00 

  2 Swift Doubles $11,400.00 

  Delivery $2,627.76 

Launch   

  Wintech Launch $4,000.00 

  Stillwater Launch $7,000.00 

  Maintenance $1,341.95 

  Launch Title & Registration $783.00 

Other Equipment  

  Stroke Coaches  $784.93 

  Oars  $1,200.00 

  Car Topping Racks $757.90 

  Boat Trailer $6,850.00 

  Trailer Taxes & Registration $480.00 

  Other Equipment Parts $229.05 

Equipment Miscellaneous   

  License  $121.00 

  Oar Paint $70.78 

  Boat Repairs $1,973.10 

  Misc. (i.e. letters, carwash, anchor) $259.60 

TOTAL EQUIPMENT EXPENSES: $53,079.07 

YOUTH INCOME  Budgeted  Actual 

Fundraising $1,000.00 $3,241.61 

Grant $0.00 $19,000.00 

TOTAL YOUTH INCOME: $1,000.00 $22,241.61 

YOUTH EXPENSES Budgeted Actual 

Publicity $340.00 $880.00 

Apparel $680.00 $666.00 

Summer Coaching $4,950.00 $5,412.00 

Gas (Covered from Operating) $0.00 $0.00 

Catch the Cooper Expenses  $290.00 $0.00 

Philadelphia Youth Regatta  
Expenses $1,060.00 $1,066.78 

Miscellaneous Expenses $0.00 $302.04 

TOTAL YOUTH EXPENSES: $7,320.00 $8,326.82 

Youth Budget  

MONETARY ASSETS    

Current $34,499.11 

Degenstein Grant for Move $81,500.00 

TOTAL ASSETS: $115,999.11 

CPRA Monetary Assets 

Equipment Expenses 

Site Move Budget  

*includes used Accudock purchase 

Site Preparations $11,128.46 

Dock  $38,246.00 

Boat Structure $52,640.00 

Miscellaneous $223.33 

TOTAL EXPENSES: $102,237.79 

Expenses Paid as of 12/2014 $6,526.79* 
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Check us out on Facebook! 

For pictures and club updates 

https://www.facebook.com/

CentralPARowingAssociation 

 

http://www.rowpa.org/ 

Thanks for a great year!  
We’re looking forward to seeing you in 2015! 

Your 2014 Board: 

Kim Daubman—President 

Ed Wentz—Vice President 

Amber Lind—Treasurer  

Quica Ostrander  - Secretary  

 

Denise Davidson 

Julie Vandivere 

Dagny Leininger 

Cindy Wilt 

Melanie Garman-Shaffer 

Thank You Volunteers and Donors! 
Without the many generous gifts of time and money we would not be the amazing club 

that we are. A huge thank you to everyone for everything you do. 

Get psyched for our new digs at Shikellamy State Park on Packer Island! 

Thanks to a Degenstein Foundation grant, we will at last be able to get our 

boats under cover and have complete control over our own dock. We ex-

pect to have a 72-foot dock in place for the start of the 2015 season. A 70x40 

foot boat shelter is also planned, with the hope that it too will be completed 

by the start of the 2015 season.  

There is a lot to recommend our new location. The water on the south side 

of the island where our dock will be placed is well protected from the 

winds that often plague us now. Being located in a state park will increase 

our visibility, which should aid our recruitment efforts. The site is more eas-

ily accessed by youth in Northumberland and Sunbury, two populations we 

would like to better serve through our growing youth program. The loca-

tion is excellent for hosting a regatta, which has a few of us dreaming of 

reviving the Masters of the Susquehanna. Plus there are real bathrooms on 

site, picnic pavilions, and lots of parking. We will also see savings in our 

operating expenses due to a decrease in our site fee of $4900.  

A huge thank you goes to Mark Catalano for drawing the plans for the boat 

shelter and a thunderous round of applause goes to Ed Wentz for coordinat-

ing this complicated project.  

We have had a great run at our current location on the Skotedis property 

and we are very grateful to the Skotedis family for all of the support they 

have given to CPRA, including allowing us to use the property free of 

charge for many years.  

It is now time to take the next step. 

CPRA is on the move! 

CPRA Moving to Shikellamy State Park 

CPRA    PO Box 21    Shamokin Dam, PA 17876 

Photos taken by Dagny Leininger, Derek Updegraff, Julie Vandivere, Jim Gallagher, & Amber Lind 

CPRA Boat House Design 


