
 Jayne Cortazzo 

interest to the club and we have 

had numerous people drop in to 

ask about our organization.  We 

even had a few people join the 

club! 

My favorite memory this year was 

what was meant to be a more  

casual row, one without pieces or 

competition.  Beth suggested  

rowing a quad to the construction 

of the bypass bridge.  The row up 

was pleasant and the construction 

was massive - I don't know that I've 

ever seen pillars so tall.  The way 

back was... less pleasant in very 

choppy water... the row turned out 

to be a little more strenuous than 

we had intended. 

As I look forward to 2018 we have 

a three big goals: concrete floor 

2017 has been a great year for 

CPRA, marked by a vibrant learn 

to row program and a beautiful 

new boathouse.  We have settled 

into a routine at the marina,  

learning new rowing routes, map-

ping new obstacles, and optimiz-

ing time on the water.   

Our new location in Shikellamy 

state park has brought increased  
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for the boathouse, securing fund-

ing for the youth program, and 

electricity in the boathouse.  I am 

looking forward to a longer  

season and the return of  

Susquehanna University’s  

Roundabout Regatta.  In the 

meantime, I've finally dusted off 

my erg and started erging...  

I can't wait to get back on the  

water! 

Youth Membership: 

6 Experienced Youth 

8 Learn-to-Row Participants 

Adult Membership: 

33 Masters Rowers 

17 Learn-to-Row Participants 
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For the 11th year in a row, CPRA has held a successful Cardboard Boat Regatta.  

This year, 10 boats, literally made of cardboard, were painted  

colorfully and quite uniquely. The rowers were also costumed 

brightly with FUN as the key ingredient. 

New this year was the movement of the Sunbury River Festival  

activities, food stands, etc. to the center of Sunbury. However, this 

change did not appear to affect our regatta’s outcome. Our 

“committed” committee is 

constantly in planning 

mode for future events. 

Hundred of spectators of all 

ages thoroughly enjoy this 

laugh-out-loud boat race. 

As the amphitheater was 

overflowing, so too was the 

river walkway. 

Although all races are truly 

a joy to watch, bringing out 

siblings, scouts, family members, and corporations to compete, there 

was one race this year that was hysterically funny. A boat representing “The Village People” combining 

youth and adults – were dressed as a cop, construction worker, Indian, cowboy and more! They rowed their 

hearts out to victory, only to sink as they crossed the finish line. Laughing all the while! 

11th Annual Cardboard Boat Regatta 
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14th 

Annual 

Moonlight 

Row 

On Friday, July 7th, CPRA held our 14th Annual Moonlight Row. There 

were 30 people in attendance for the event, and 18 were on the water. 

This event raised $800 for the club!  

Skeeters donated pulled pork and members brought a  
delicious assortment of sides and desserts.   

Thank you!! 

Coach Jim and Sierra  

displaying their Glo-Sticks 
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In October 2016, CPRA’s dream of having our own boathouse  came to 

fruition. Then, in April 2017, we moved in and began our first  

season under a roof! The boathouse would not have been  

possible without the generosity of the Degenstein Foundation. At the 

opening picnic, the Degenstein Foundation was represented at the  

ribbon cutting by Brianna Apfelbaum Kula and Jon Sidney Apfelbaum.  

After CPRA moved in, there were still many improvements to be made. Thank you to Jim Baker for designing 

and building awesome oar racks for us. This fall, the boathouse was stained to match the other pavilions in 

the park. Thank you Jayne, Jim Gallagher, Sally Thomas, and Mark Catalano for your work staining!  

The board is looking into a concrete floor and new racks for 2018! 

Stained Boathouse! 

Adult Learn to Row 
After initiating a new format for our Learn to Row 

program last season, we were excited to see it 

continue this year. And even more excited to 

have 17 people sign up to participate – one of 

whom traveled from as far away as Harrisburg 

several times per week, and one of whom came 

from Michigan (OK, she was here for the summer). 

With so many people signed up, we needed an-

other boat, so we borrowed an octuple from SU. 

For coxing we enlisted the help of Keri Brady-Benzing, who coxed at SU, and Perie Howard, home for the sum-

mer from coxing at University of Louisville. Jim Grose coached, as he has for so many years, and Derek helped 

out on some evenings. 

Things got off to a slow start, as rain, fast water, and wind kept the Learners from getting out on the river for 

many days. But to their credit, most of them hung in there and eventually got to row. 

Several people continued rowing with the club after Learn to Row ended, and we look forward to  

seeing them on the water with us next season. 
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The Central Pennsylvania Youth Rowing concluded another successful season.  Coached by CPRA youth 

graduate and University of Louisville coxswain, Perie Howard, the two week Learn to Row Program  
attracted about 10 youths this year. Many of these participants continued with the experienced program  

until the end of July.  Due to the relative inexperience of participants this year, the  youth program focused 

primarily on skill development instead of race preparation.  The smaller numbers allowed the rowers to  

develop their skills in smaller boats like singles and doubles.  

The racing group still sent a group to the Philadelphia Youth Regatta on July 22.  The regatta attracted 631 

entries representing 54 clubs from the New England and Mid-Atlantic Region.  Due to the large number of 

entries and anticipated heat, the majority of races were 

1500 meters.  Novice races were conducted over 1000 

meters. 

CPRA raced one double and a novice single this year. In 

the Girls U17 double, Emma Hartung and Erin Oakes 

placed 4th in their flight with a time of 6:30.09.  

Turner Murphy competed in his first race, the Boys  
Novice Single.  Turner placed 4th with a time of 4:09.77 

CPRA Youth Rowing 
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Crying Towel Regatta 
The 15th annual Crying Towel Regatta was not held in our 

traditional way due to rough water by the dock. 

Three quads and two doubles raced above the bridge from 

the top of the island to the Sunbury Social Club. We were 

happy to have six members from Harrisburg area’s  

Susquehanna Rowing Association join us for the  races!  

The “Crying Towel” went to the quad of “old men” who 

couldn’t keep up with those darn youth!  

In Memory of Coach Steve Loaiza 

This year CPRA members said Good-Bye to Coach 

Steve Loaiza who passed away this August.  

He coached CPRA Adult and Youth programs from 

2004 through 2012 before returning to Portland, 

Oregon and continuing coaching. He taught many 

of our current CPRA members how to row and was 

instrumental in building our youth program. 

Youth  participants  

getting ready for the Moonlight Row 

Youth  rowing in the Crying Towel 

“Winners” of the Crying Towel! 
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Youth Budget  

CPRA Monetary Assets 

Site Move Expenses  

Future Boathouse Additions:  
 Concrete Pad  Boat Racks Oar Racks  
Electricity    Lockable Storage 

Income  Actual  

Membership Fees  $       9,865.00  

Learn-to-Row  $       2,840.00  

Boat Rack Fee  $          325.00  

Winter Storage  $            80.00  

Fundraising Profit 

Cardboard Boat Race  $       2,061.12  

Moonlight  $          813.06  

Winter Erg  $          500.00  

Donation  $          585.00  

Raise the Region  $          424.00  

Grocery Cards  $          300.00  

Income Total:  $ 17,793.18  

Expenses  Actual  

Safe Deposit Box  $            21.00  

Winter Storage (2016-2017)  $          480.00  

Adult Coaching  $       4,800.00  

Ramp Install/Remove  $          994.85  

Equipment Repairs  $          967.37  

Oar Racks  $          114.35  

Gas  $          137.49  

Dock Permits  $            10.00  

Boathouse Repairs  $          606.33  

Boat Racks  $          542.51  

Social  $            76.14  

Misc Expenses  $            27.54  

Website  $          312.00  

Insurance   

Liability—US Rowing   $       1,700.00  

D/O Liability  $          425.00  

Property  $          300.00  

Equipment   $       3,790.00  

Expenses Total:   $ 15,304.58  

Income  Actual  

Summer Experienced Fee  $       2,010.00  

Youth Income Total:  $   2,010.00  

Expenses  Actual  

Summer Coach  $       1,740.00  

Asst Summer Coach  $          500.00  

Youth LTR Advertising  $            15.00  

Youth Regatta Expenses  $          852.13  

Background Checks  $            42.00  

Youth Expenses Total:  $   3,149.13  

Boat House Expenses  Actual  

Roof Repair  $          393.00  

Dock Parts  $            20.12  

Racks (Hanger Arms)  $          542.51  

Stain  $          193.21  

BOAT HOUSE TOTAL:  $       1,148.84  

General Operating Account  $        6,445  

Boathouse (Degenstein)  $        3,900  

Youth Account  $        3,555  

TOTAL ASSETS:  $ 13,900.46  
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Check out our updated website at www.RowPA.org! And on Facebook @RowPA!  

Thanks for a great year!  
We’re looking forward to seeing you in 2018! 

Your 2017 Board: 

Jayne Cortazzo—President 

Susan Lyons—Vice President 

Amber Lind—Treasurer  

Denise Davidson—Secretary  

Dagny Leininger 

Cindy Wilt 

Mark Catalano 

Kelly Finley 

Wanda Mandell 

Bim Strausser 

Thank You Volunteers and Donors! 

Anne and Sally raced a double and placed first in their division at NE Masters 

Championships, Cromwell Cup, and Quaker City Masters Regatta. They are 

most proud of bringing home beer glasses instead of medals from Quaker City! 

 

Four rowers -- Kim, Dagny, Linda M, 

and Quica -- went to row a quad at Kings 
Head on Sept. 24.   

Quica writes:  

We had not rowed together for a month 

and a half. And at the last minute we real-

ized that we had left the stroke coach in 

the truck (which was parked REALLY far 

away). So at noon we got on the river with 

not much practice, no stroke coach, and 

no race plan except "keep rowing."  

It was so hot I felt like I was going to die 

on the way up to the starting line, but I managed to stop being 

cranky when Kim steered us into some shade along the bank. We got 

to rest there while we watched four high school boys and their cox 

thrash around in the water after capsizing their quad before they 

even got to the starting line. They held things up for a while, but finally we got on the course and rowed 

quite well, with Kim steering expertly. (Although there was that teeny tiny bridge moment.)  

We had a quite respectable time AND we won gold medals.  
(And yes, it was because there were no other boats in our race. But a gold medal is a gold medal.) 

Masters Regatta Participants  
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Thank you to everyone who have taken pictures and posted to CPRA’s Facebook page! 

CPRA Coaches: 

Derek Updegraff— Head Masters & Youth  

Jim Grose—Learn-to-Row Coach 

CPRA depends on generous donations of time and 

gifts that so many members give so freely.  

A heart-felt thank you to everyone for all you do to 

make our club great! 


